
Home Learning – 20.5.2020 

Wednesday 

 

Reading 
30 minutes 

Re read the two extracts from ‘Dindy and the Elephant’ by Elizabeth 

Laird and answer the questions below. 

 

Extract 1 

Something was moving on the ground behind him, across the very bit of the 

path we had just come down. Something long and thin and grey, that 

slithered from one side of the path to the other.  

I grabbed Pog’s hand.  

‘Come on! Run!’  

He tried to snatch his hand away.  

‘I won’t. I’m going home.’  

He turned as if to go back up the path. ‘Pog, you can’t! There’s a snake. A 

cobra! I saw it!’  

And then we were both running, crashing through the bushes, tearing our 

clothes, scratching our bare legs, until we almost fell out on to the wide 

track below that ran down to the stream.  

Pog was crying. ‘I told you we shouldn’t have come. I told you! I hate you, 

Dindy! We might have been bitten to death!’  

‘Yes, but we weren’t, were we?’ I was feeling so guilty that I needed to 

sound extra brave to cover it up. ‘And it mightn’t have been a cobra. It 

might have been one of the harmless ones.’ 

 

Extract 2 

 

The four working elephants were standing in the shade. They were chained 

by the back legs to huge posts. They stood quite still, their trunks limp and 

drooping, as if they were resting. Only their ears flapped from time to time 

as they tried to shake off the flies that buzzed around their eyes.  

Pog and I had seen the estate’s tame working elephants quite often before. 

They weren’t usually at this end of the tea plantation, but sometimes, when 

they were, Daddy would drive us down in his car as a treat to look at them. 

We’d even ridden on an old one once. I’d been a bit scared of falling off, but 

Pog had loved it. He’d shouted so loudly that the mahout (the man who 



looked after the elephants) had to tell Daddy to keep him quiet in case the 

elephant got upset.  

'Why don’t we shout and see if anyone will come?’ I said.  

‘You don’t want to scare the elephants,’ said Nikhil. ‘And, anyway, we don’t 

shout. It’s rude.’  

I bit my lip. Daddy was always shouting at people. Mother shouted at 

Sunderam all the time too. 

 

 1. Who would you prefer to be friends with, Dindy or Pog?  

Whilst reading the extracts, focus on the behaviour of Dindy and Pog, then 

look at how they talk to each other – what they say and how they say it. 

Think about what you look for in a friend and decide if you would prefer to 

be friends with Dindy or Pog.  

Write a short paragraph explaining who you have chosen and why.  

You could use these sentence starters to help you.  

 I have chosen ................ because ................ .  

 My first reason is ................ .  

 Another reason is that ................ .  

 I did not choose ................ because ................ .  

 My final reason is ................ . 

Now for some pleasure reading! Read an e-book on Bug Club and answer 

the comprehension questions or choose a novel of your choice.   

GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

These are your 10 spellings for the week – Tip: Choose 2 words to 

learn each day, and then ask a grown up to test you Friday afternoon! 
 
 



 
Writing  

30 minutes 
Watch the video all about adverbs - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr 

 

An adverb is simply a word that describes a verb (an action or a doing 

word).  

• He ate his breakfast quickly.  

The word 'quickly' is an adverb as it tells us how he ate (the verb) his 

breakfast. 

 
 

Answers 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr


 
 

Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

7 x 6 = 42 

2 x 6 = 12 

8 x 6 = 48 

12 x 6 = 72 

11 x 6 = 66 

Maths 
30 minutes 

Please follow the link below and click on Summer Term – Week 1 (w/c 20th 

April) Lesson 3 – Compare fractions 

 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/ 

 

Watch the video and then complete the activities attached.  
 

Enquiry/Projec
t work 

30 minutes 

This week our topic is Mexico! 

 

Over the next few days, I would like you to research all about Mexico. I 

have attached a PowerPoint and your Mexico Knowledge Organiser,  

 

You can either, choose an activity to do per day, or create a project based 

on Mexico! This could include drawings, paintings. fact files, leaflets, 

persuasive texts. It is up to you! I look forward to seeing your amazing 

work! 

 

The websites below have lots of information about Mexico. 

 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/mexico-facts.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbdmpv4 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/?s=mexico 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/mexico-facts.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbdmpv4
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/?s=mexico


 

Example activities: 

 Make some Mexican food 

 Make a piñata  

 Identify Mexico on a world map and label the capital city and 

surrounding seas 

 Create a Day of the Dead mask  

 Learn some Spanish 

 Design a Mexican cook book  

 Draw a Mexican landscape  

 Draw/create a model of the Chitzen Itza 

 Design a holiday brochure  

 
 

 


