
Home learning – 22.05.20 

 

Reading 
30 minutes  

 

 

 
 

Vocabulary:  
 
1. Look at the first paragraph. Find and copy one word that means a single person. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
2.  Look at Stage 1.‘…on the first leg of its travels by a sharp squeeze…’. In this 
sentence the word sharp is closest in meaning to: 
 
   interesting    strong 
 
  two-sided    wonderful 
 
3. What does mightier mean? 



 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Retrieval 
4.  Where is the blood that returns from the body collected? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
5. According to the text, what is the main job of blood? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
6. In which direction do arteries carry the blood? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
7. Apart from oxygen, what else does blood transfer to different parts of the body? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Inference 
8. Apart from having lost most of its oxygen, how else has the blood changed by the 
time it reaches the veins? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. What do the white blood cells do? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summarise 
10. Which of the following would be the most suitable summary of the whole text? 
Tick one. 
 

It describes how the heart works.    
It describes the passage of blood around the body. 
It explains how to stay healthy. 
It describes what blood is made of. 

 
Authorial intent 
11. What’s needed is another hearty push! Give two reasons why the author used the 
word hearty. 
 

a.______________________________________________________________     
 
b.______________________________________________________________ 

 
Compare 
12. According to the text, give one way that arteries are:  
 

a. similar to veins 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

b. different from veins. 



 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

 The challenge activities provide opportunities for children to practise some of the 
more difficult objectives and question types. Where questions require a written 
answer, children should be reminded to take particular care with spelling and 
punctuation (e.g. use of capital letters and full stops). Children can write answers in 
an exercise books. 
 

If you are unsure what the question is asking, use your homework book to find out 

what is means. For example if you need to know what a subordinate conjunction is, 

turn to that page of your book and it should explain. 

 

 



 
Writing  

30 minutes 
Continuing from yesterday.. 
 
Activity 8: Through the eyes of a character 
 

 
One of the things I love exploring when I’m writing is what must be going on in a 
character’s mind.  Whenever I read great portal stories, I always try to put myself into 
the shoes of the character, to try to imagine how they must be feeling as they 
discover this passageway to a new world.  How must Alice have been feeling as she 
fell through the never-ending tunnel into Wonderland?  
  
First, think of your character – it’s easier if you base this on someone you know.  
 
•What are they called?  
•What do they look like?  
•What sort of a person are they (miserable/friendly/kind/aggressive)?  
•What do they say?  
•What do they do?  
•How do they treat other people?  
•How do other people treat them? 
 
Now compose a short piece of descriptive writing based on seeing a mysterious door 
through the eyes of your character. To do this, we will use a simple opener to drop the 
reader straight into the action:   



  
Samantha stared. … Ali hesitated. …  
  
We will also try to use some of the tools we explored in The Snow Walker’s Son. Look 
at this example: 
 
Samantha stared. There, rising out of the cliff, was an unfamiliar door; its metallic 
panels were tarnished in rust.  Paint flaked off the brittle walls that made up its frame 
and the door handle rattled in the bitter breeze. Slowly, Samantha gazed all around 
her, took a deep breath and stepped forward.  
  
Here are the tools I used: 
 

 

 
★ Now Imagine your main character is walking along the road when they come 
across a mysterious doorway.  Describe this through their eyes.  Use my model 
above to help you. 
 
 



Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

 

 

 



Maths 
30 minutes 

Before you start the main activity please work your way through the PowerPoint 
which you will find under today’s home learning. 
 
Main activity: 
 

 

 

 
Challenge: 



 
Enquiry/Project 

work 
30 minutes 

Art 
 
Exotic birds 
 
Find out about an exotic bird from the UK or abroad.  
Create a fact file about the bird you have studied.  
What is its name? Where am I likely to find the bird? What would they typically eat? 
Etc. 
Once you have finished, sketch it. Pay close attention to specific details, such as eyes, 
feathers, beaks and claws.  
Sculpt it carefully, using modelling dough or clay (if you have it).  
Include details, using glitter, sequins, buttons or natural materials.   
If you are unable to sculpt the bird you have researched, then you may colour your 
sketch. 
 

 


