
Home learning– 21.05.20 

 

Reading 
30 minutes Evacuation – for and against 

In the late 1930s, there was a growing realisation that war 
was coming. Nazi Germany, led by Adolf Hitler, had been 
acting aggressively and there was fear across the UK that this 
country would get caught up in the conflict. Along with a 
threat of invasion came a new danger. Aircraft had been 
developing rapidly over the first four decades of the 

twentieth century and there were now bombers capable of reaching cities deep 
inside enemy territory. 
Anxious for the fate of its citizens, the British Government 
launched Operation Pied Piper on the 1st September 1939 – two 
days before war broke out. Hundreds of thousands of children 
were assembled with only a handful of possessions and loaded 
onto trains and buses and evacuated into the countryside. 
Within the first few days of this extraordinary undertaking, over 
one and a half million children had been evacuated. The 
question is, was it the right thing to do? 
The authorities certainly believed it was necessary. Any Government has a duty to 
safeguard its people and the first thing you can do for those at risk is to remove 
them from danger. No one would have claimed that removing children from their 
parents would be painless, but they had to consider the bigger picture.  
Nor could anyone say that the Government was crying wolf. Most of the country’s 
major cities were, indeed, attacked by waves of bombers, night after night. Some 
areas, such as Coventry and the East End of London, were absolutely devastated 
with thousands of people losing their lives. No matter what hardships the evacuees 
might have faced, at least they were spared the main horrors of war. Some even 
enjoyed it and gained probably their first experience of living in the countryside. 
On the other hand, you might wonder whether this ambitious plan was properly 
thought through. Physical injuries are often obvious but some scars cannot be seen 
and we are only just beginning to appreciate the damage that can be caused by 
separation. What’s more, it wasn’t just the children who suffered: the parents also 
hated seeing their little ones being taken away.  
Furthermore, there wasn’t time to assess whether they were being sent to suitable 
homes with caring, sympathetic people. It is clear that some of those who were 
told to accept the evacuees really did not want their lives disrupted by the arrival 
of strange children so we can imagine how awkward it might have been. 

We can all be wise in hindsight. In the end, most of 
the children were safely reunited with their 
families as the threat of German invasion faded. 
Some, however, returned to find that their parents 
had perished and their communities had been 
destroyed. Was it worth the pain? More 
importantly, if we ever find ourselves in a similar 

situation, should we attempt another programme of widespread evacuation? 
 
Vocabulary:  
1. Look at the first paragraph. Find and copy a word that means understanding. 
 



_________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Some areas … were absolutely devastated … What does devastated mean in this 
sentence? Tick one. 
 
   upset     attacked 
 
  destroyed    evacuated 
 
3. Look at the sixth paragraph. … with sympathetic people … In this sentence, 
sympathetic means … 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retrieval 
4. According to the text, when had aircraft been developing rapidly? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. How many children had been removed within the first few days of the 
evacuation? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. In what way does the text suggest some children enjoyed being evacuated? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference 
7. According to the text, why did people in the UK think war was coming? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. On which date did the war break out? 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. We can all be wise in hindsight. What do you think the author means by this? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Meaning as a whole 
10. Find and copy a group of words that tell you the other side of the argument is 
about to be given. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Authorial intent 



11. … this country would get caught up in the conflict … What do these words 
suggest about the UK’s willingness to have a war with Germany? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Compare 
12. The opinions given in the article change throughout the text. How do they 
change? 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

The challenge activities provide opportunities for children to practise some of the 
more difficult objectives and question types. Where questions require a written 
answer, children should be reminded to take particular care with spelling and 
punctuation (e.g. use of capital letters and full stops). Children can write answers 
in an exercise books. 
 

If you are unsure what the question is asking, use your homework book to find 
out what is means. For example if you need to know what a subordinate 
conjunction is, turn to that page of your book and it should explain. 
 

  



 

 
Writing  

30 minutes 
Continuing from yesterday.. 
 
Activity 7: Grammar & Sentence Work  
  
a. Pattern of three:  
  
Fisher uses the pattern of three actions in a sentence to advance the action and 
inject a sense of pace into her writing.  
This helps to balance description, action and dialogue. e.g.   
  
• The keeper hung his lantern on a nail, took the key from a dirty string around his 
neck, and fitted it into the keyhole.  
 
 • With both hands he turned the key, then tugged out the red chain in a shower of 
rust and pushed the door.    
 
 • He stepped well back, handed the stranger the lantern, and jerked his head.    
  

★ Can you come up with three of your own sentences using this skill?  



  
b. Semicolon for independent clauses  
  
A semicolon can be used between independent clauses that are closely related in 
theme.   
In the following sentences, Catherine Fisher chooses to use semicolons in both of 
these sentences rather than using a joining word (conjunction) like because.  
  
• The keeper grinned; he knew fear when he heard it.    
• He had no tongue to speak with; she'd made sure he kept her secrets.  
  

★ In your opinion, why has she made this choice and what impact does it have on 
you as the reader?  
  

★ Can you write two or three sentences of your own that illustrate the power of the 
semicolon over the use of a conjunction?  
 
c. Adverbs – roving reporters  
  
In the sentences below, the adverb ‘slowly’ is used to describe how the man enters 
the room.  Adverbs are like roving reporters – they can be moved around the 
sentence, e.g.  
  
a. The man went in, slowly 
b. Slowly, the man went in.    
c. The man went slowly in.  
d. The man slowly went in.    

 
  
By changing the position of the adverb, we can often either alter the meaning or 
add emphasis to a sentence.   
In this instance, by placing the slowly at the end, we infer that the character has a 
heightened awareness of the situation they are in and therefore deliberately enters 
with caution.     
  

★ Try playing around with the adverb position in the following sentences. Consider 
how it alters the meaning and where the emphasis is best placed.   
  
1. Cautiously, Samantha crept towards the door that stood before her.   
  
2. Sadly, the boy stared out of the window.   
  

★ Now try this out with a sentence of your own. 



Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

 

 

 



Maths 
30 minutes 

Before you start the main activity please work your way through the PowerPoint 
which you will find under today’s home learning. 
 
Main activity: 

 

 

 
Challenge: 

 
 



Enquiry/Project 
work 

30 minutes 

Science 
 
Does it dissolve? 
 
Fill glasses with the same amount of water and stir in one teaspoon of a substance, 
checking with an adult first.  
You could try coffee, sugar, salt, flour, oil, chalk, gravy powder and dried herbs. 
Predict if the substance will dissolve, then find out. Put your results into a table. 
Try the experiment again with warm water. Does this make a difference to your 
results? Write a scientific conclusion explaining your findings. 
 
If you would like to know more about soluble and insoluble materials, click on the 
link below: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zx7w2hv  
 
*Don’t forget to record the weather today!* 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zx7w2hv

