
Home Learning – 04.05.20 

 

Reading 
30 minutes Trappers Hill 

 
Den paused for breath at the first ring of earthworks. He could feel his heart rate finally 
returning to normal, despite the hard climb, so he reckoned he had put enough distance 
between himself and home. Of course, he would go back – just not yet. Everyone would need 
a little more time to calm down. 
Looking around, he could see the sun edging closer to the horizon. Even so, he felt there was 
enough time to stay out a little longer and still get home before darkness descended 
completely. He would certainly appreciate the solitude. He relaxed as he watched the last 
day-visitors departing through the gate far below, leaving him the last living soul on the hill. 
He had always loved this sacred place. Centuries ago, Trappers Hill had been an Iron Age hill 
fort – hence the earthworks. A small chapel had once stood at the top where now there was 
a small copse of beech and horse chestnut. It had even been the sight of a gallows, offering a 
warning to any who considered highway robbery to be a worthwhile occupation.  
Having regained his breath, Den decided to see if he could find the shallow old maze that lay 
beyond the copse. Local legend said that it had been cut into the rabbit-cropped turf of the 
hillcrest by a lonely pupil from the ancient boarding school down in the town. Desperate to 
escape the jibes of his privileged classmates and the beatings of his strict masters, the poor 
lad would flee to this spot whenever he could. 
Emerging from the trees, Den saw through the gathering gloom a figure standing in the 
middle of the maze. Trying to mask his disappointment, he approached with a mixture of 
caution and curiosity. Who else could possibly want to be up here at this time? The silence 
was shattered by the squabbling rooks high in the trees. The figure turned to look at Den. It 
was a boy – pale, thin, probably around ten or eleven. There was a sadness in his eyes, yet he 
managed a smile, saying, “Now I’ve got to find my way out again. I say, could you help me?” 
“Why don’t you just walk straight across?” replied Den, feeling suddenly rather chilly and 
noticing that he was now in the shadow of the woods. 
“Ah, now that wouldn’t be playing the game, would it?” countered the boy with a hint of a 
smile. “The right thing would be for you to follow the maze into the centre and then you can 
lead me out.” 
“Well, I really ought to …” 
“Go on, I dare you,” interrupted the lad. “You’re right by the beginning. How difficult could it 
be?” 
Against his better instincts, he took a first step into the shallow trench that 
marked the entrance. He was now approaching the first turn.  
Suddenly, Den was struck by a deep sense of foreboding. He tried to cut 
across the maze but, strangely, he couldn’t. He turned and retraced his 
footsteps. 
“Wait! What are you doing?” cried the boy but Den didn’t stop to answer. By 
the time he was back at the entrance, he was sprinting. He bolted back 
through the copse and stumbled down the hill.  
Back on the hilltop, the rooks squawked their disappointment and the figure 
disappeared.  

 
Vocabulary:  
 
1. Look at the second paragraph. Find and copy a word meaning being alone. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Look at the third paragraph. Find and copy one word meaning job.  



 
____________________________________ 
 
3. In the paragraph beginning: ‘Having regained his breath,…’  
 
 … jibes of his privileged classmates … What does the word privileged mean in this 
sentence? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retrieval: 
 
4.  What time of day was it? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What building had once stood at the top of the hill? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  According to local legend, who had cut the maze into the hill? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference: 
 
7. Why had Den felt the need to get out of the house?   
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. ‘He had always loved this sacred place’. Use the text to help you explain why he 
loved it there.   
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
9. Why was Den disappointed to see the boy? 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Summarise: 
 
10. Here are some summaries of different events in the text. Number them from 1 to 
4 to show the order in which they appear in the text. 
  
  Den sees a figure standing in the middle of the maze. 

  Den tries to cut across the maze. 

  Den looks for the maze. 

  Den climbs the hill. 

 
Meaning as a whole: 
11. Find and copy a group of words where the boy’s mood changes. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Predict: 
12. What do you think Den will say if someone suggests going to the top of Trappers 
Hill at nightfall? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

The challenge activities provide opportunities for children to practise some of the 
more difficult objectives and question types. Where questions require a written 
answer, children should be reminded to take particular care with spelling and 
punctuation (e.g. use of capital letters and full stops). Children can write answers in 
an exercise books. 
 
If you are unsure what the question is asking, use your homework book to find out 
what is means. For example if you need to know what a subordinate conjunction is, 
turn to that page of your book and it should explain. 
 



 
HELPFUL HINT: antonym-opposite. 

 

 
 
Spellings for this week: 



 
Spelling rule: 

 
Remember to look at the spelling rule (at top of spellings), research up the meaning 
of each word and lastly put them into a sentence. If you would like a challenge try 
to write more complex sentences. But don’t overdo it; one ‘and’ in a sentence is 
plenty. Any more is too many! Remember to use correct punctuation.  
 
E.g. At 9 am, a confidential letter arrived in the post addressed to my mother. 

Writing  
30 minutes 

This week, we shall be getting our creative juices flowing starting with the game The 
City of Silence and then we’ll use the ideas that come out of it to do a variety of 
activities:  writing short poems, trying some descriptive writing, giving feedback to 
writers, being a teacher, doing some artwork and finally publishing or performing our 
work. So, make sure you keep what you do today somewhere safe to help you later in 
the week  
 
Starting Game: The City of Silence  
 Have you ever wondered what it is like in …  
  

★ the mountain of imagination, ★ the castle of doom, ★ the city of wonder, ★ the 

maze of wishes, ★ or the cellar of despair?  
  
Well, you are about to find out! In this game, we are going to create our own unique 
settings by combining places and things. Let’s get started by making a list of places. 
 
Activity 1: Make a list of place  



 ★ Here we want as many different type of places as possible  – the more the better. 
For example: wood, city, shed, street, station, maze, cellar … 
 

 
Top Tip: generic places are what we are looking for here, not the actual names of 
particular places: we want city not London, planet not Jupiter.  
 

Sorting your ideas  
One way to sort your places is to put them into categories. This often helps you to 
think of more ideas as one idea can lead to another and so on.  

 
 
Now over to you to make your lists of places. Can you get more than 50? 

Here is a list you can use to create your 
own ideas if you are finding it tricky. Just like in the classroom. 
 
Activity 2: Make a list of abstract nouns. 
 
Before we make our list for the game, you might need to brush up on the four types of 
nouns:  
 



• Concrete nouns: the general names for people, places and things that you can 
see/touch/taste/smell etc. e.g. ball, table, grass, pony, child  
• Proper nouns: special names starting with capital letters e.g. Sarah, Dr Foster, Spain 
• Collective nouns: a word for a group of animals, people or things e.g. gang, swarm, 
crowd, pair  
• Abstract nouns:  something that exists but you cannot see/touch e.g. love, dream, 
fear, hope 
 
For our game, we want lots and lots of abstract nouns. Here are some top tips for 
your list: 
Happy feelings:   hope, love, joy, friendship, happiness, 
Sad feelings:  regret, pain, doom, sadness, dread 
Fantasy:    curse, premonition, vision, dream, nightmare,   
Attitude words ending in -tion/-sion: determination, ambition, trepidation,                                                                      
passion, confusion 
 
Question? Is the word happy an abstract noun?  
Let’s try it out in a sentence:   The man felt very happy as it was his birthday. 
Here the word happy is describing the man. We call those words adjectives. We can 
change happy to an abstract noun by adding a suffix:  happy –  happiness. The 
church filled with happiness on their wedding day. 
• So the adjective sad becomes the abstract noun sadness. 
• And the adjective lonely becomes the abstract noun loneliness 
 

Now over to you to make your list of abstract nouns.  
 If you’re stuck, use the ones above or ask your family if they can think of any. 
 
As we go through the week, we will continue with this work. Keep this safe as you 
may need to use it tomorrow or at some point during the rest of the week. 

Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

 



 

 
Maths 

30 minutes 
Angles in special quadrilaterals. 
Lesson starter: 

 

 Polygon is closed figure with only straight sides. 

 You’ll notice when all the angles of a square and 
rectangle are added together they’ll make 360- a full turn. 



 Even when the angles do not measure 90, when all 
added together they still make 360- a full turn. 

 So we know the eternal angles of 
quadrilaterals add up to 360. 
Do now: 
Have a go at the question… 

 You should notice you have two right angles which are 
90 and 105. You will need to add them together and take them away from 360 to find 
the measurement of angle x. 

 
 
Main activity: 
1) 

 
2) 



 
3) 

 
4) 



 
5) 

 
6) 



 

 
7) 

 
 

Enquiry/Project 
work 

PSHE 
 



30 minutes Make some notes in a book or on a piece of paper. 
 
KINDNESS 
 
Brainstorm 
How many reasons can you think for someone to be kind?  
 
Possible responses to explore:  

 For a reward; 

 Because someone tells us to (we know it is something we are supposed to 
do?);  

 To feel good about ourselves (is this ultimately selfish then?);  

 Out of pity/sympathy; it is part of a job? 
 
Read the poem ’New Girl’ by Danielle Sensier 

New Girl 
Have you seen the new girl? 
 first-day-at-our-school girl? 
 not-sure-what-to-do girl? 
 no-partner-in-the-queue girl? 
 mouth-stuck-down-like-glue girl? 
 looking-a-little-blue girl? 
 needs-a-friend-or-two girl 
So what are you going to do girl? 

 

How do you think the girl feels? Can remember being ‘new’? How did it feel? Can you 
empathise? 
 
Scenarios to think about 
 
Pupil A 
A new pupil joins your class. In front of the pupil, the teacher asks you to be their 
buddy to help them to settle in. You help them out by showing them where things are, 
what to do at lunchtime etc. Over the next few days, you are kind to them – just as 
your teacher asked you to be. 
 
Pupil B 
A new pupil joins your class. You remember how you felt when you were new (you 
empathise). At break time you go up to the pupil and chat to them/invite them to join 
your group of friends for a game. Over the next few days, you regularly check on them 
and make sure they have settled in. 
 
Questioning 
Were both pupils kind? 
What was their motivation for being kind? 
How do you think this affected how they felt about being kind? 
Do you think it affected how the new pupil felt? 
 
Scientific research has shown that some of the reasons for giving and receiving 
kindness are: 



 it is a human instinct 

 it makes us happier by releasing chemicals called endorphins  

 people who are kind live longer 

 kindness is contagious - research found that seeing someone else help another 
person produced good feelings which encouraged them to perform an act of 
kindness themselves 
 

It isn’t always clear why people are behaving kindly. For example, a paramedic will be 
kind because it is his job (but perhaps only kind people would do this job?). 

 
Children may be washing the car for pocket money or as an act of kindness to make 
their parent/s happy. 

 
 

During this difficult time, people have been showing their kindness in different ways. 
Some of us have been thanking the NHS heroes by clapping, drawing rainbows. Have 
you been showing kindness is any other way? 
 

  
This is Captain Tom, 99-year-old British war veteran. He has completed 100 laps of his 
25m back garden in Marston Moretaine, Bedfordshire! He has raised over £28 million 
(proabably more by the time you are reading this!)for Britain's National Health 
Service (NHS) and has received donations to his fundraising challenge from all around 
the world! Captain Tom began raising funds to thank NHS staff who helped him with 
treatment for cancer and a broken hip, he originally aimed to raise just £1000 but 
quickly passed his target! That is one huge act of kindness to show his thanks. 
Sometimes it’s not the biggest actions that can have the biggest impact! 
 
Today I would like you to carry out your own ‘random act of kindness’. It doesn’t 
always have to be for others, sometimes we need to take the time to be kind to 
ourselves. 
This can be; 



 Write a letter to a neighbour or send a message to a friend, let them know you 
are thinking of them. 

 Compliment whoever has cooked/made you breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

 Plant some seeds and watch them flower over time. 

 Make some book marks to hand out to your family members or friends. 

 Be kind to yourself by setting yourself some goals- you can complete them that 
day or during the week. 

 If you can, make a hot or cold drink for someone who is at home with you or 
even better for everyone who is at home with you. 

 Whilst on a daily walk, pick some wild flowers (not flowers from front gardens) 
and make a bouquet at home. 

 Write an inspirational poem for Captain Tom and post it to him. 

 Paint a positive message and pop it in your window for passers-by to read. 

 Try something new today or this week. 

 Go for a walk or bike ride. 

 Help out in the kitchen. 

 Drink more water. 

 Help out with the washing. 

 Clean your room. 
 
The list is endless. I can imagine you have better ideas than me! Pick one, two, your 
own or all. I’d love to hear about or see pictures of your random acts of kindness. Let’s 
be kind to ourselves and others!  
 

 


