
Home Learning – Thursday 21st  May  2020 

 

Rea
ding 
30 

min
utes 

Reading extract and questions:  
Year 4 

 The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
by Robert Browning 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Rats! 

They fought the dogs and killed the cats, 
And bit the babies in the cradles, 

And ate the cheeses out of the vats. 
And licked the soup from the cook's own ladles, 

Split open the kegs of salted sprats, 
Made nests inside men's Sunday hats, 
And even spoiled the women's chats, 

By drowning their speaking 
With shrieking and squeaking 

In fifty different sharps and flats… 
 

Into the street the Piper stept, 
Smiling first a little smile, 

As if he knew what magic slept 
In his quiet pipe the while; 
Then, like a musical adept, 

To blow the pipe his lips he wrinkled, 
And green and blue his sharp eyes twinkled… 

 
And out of the houses the rats came tumbling. 

Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats, 

Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins, 
Cocking tails and pricking whiskers, 

Families by tens and dozens, 
Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives— 

Followed the Piper for their lives. 
From street to street he piped advancing, 
And step for step they followed dancing, 

Until they came to the river Weser 
Wherein all plunged and perished! 

 
 



Inference 
6. Look at the second verse.  Which of these statements describes the Piper?    Tick one. 
 
He enjoys his work.      He is very old.    
 
He is scared of rats.      He hasn’t played his pipe for a long time.   
 
 
7. Why did the rats follow the Piper? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. Look at the third verse.  Which of these statements is true? 

 
Explain 
how you 
know 

using evidence from the poem.  
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Meaning as a whole 
9. Retell what happened in the poem in your own words. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Authorial intent 
10. The rats… 

…even spoiled the women's chats, 
By drowning their speaking 

With shrieking and squeaking 
 

Why has the poet used the words ‘by drowning their speaking’? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Compare 
11. How does life in the village of Hamelin change throughout the poem? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

There was one family of rats. There were many rats. 
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Spellings to learn: 
Please continue with the Year 3/4 words. Revisit words that you have forgotten or not yet learnt. 
Try Look, cover, write, check. Also try the pyramid method where you add another letter each 
time. 
Good luck. 
Friday is test day so I hope you do well. 

Writ
ing  
30 

min
utes 

Here is a test of your imagination. I have written a starting sentence for a story and using what 
the starter gives away I want you to continue the story. You do not have to reach the end of the 
story but should introduce the main character and reach the build-up section of the story. Try to 
be as imaginative as you can. Try to use descriptive language and if you can, include some Mrs 
Wordsmith words to help paint a picture. 
I am very happy for your story starter to be illustrated so please include a picture to go with it. 
There will be a different story opener every day for the rest of this week. 
 

Paddling along in a canoe, we made it to the centre of the lake. 
Suddenly, the boat got a leak and … 
Happy writing! 
 

Arit
hme
tic  

Add these fractions: 
Don’t forget to add the numerators but not the denominators because they are the same in each 
calculation. 
1/5 + 3/5 = 
2/8 + 5/8 = 



10 
min
utes 

1/3 + 1/3 = 
2/6 + 3/6 = 
3/10 + 5/10 = 

Mat
hs 
30 

min
utes 

Click on the link below to access the week’s lesson in maths. When you get to the page you can 
access week 3, week commencing 4th May . This is the week we will do this week. There are 5 
lesson to access after you have listened to the input there to support you. 
If you cannot access the website, the pdf files of questions and answers are included for each day. 
Give it your best shot guys. 
 
Lesson 4 Divide 3 digit number by one digit number 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-4/  
 
Y4-Lesson-4-Divide-3-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf 
 
Y4-Lesson-4-Answers-Divide-3-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf 

Enq
uiry
/Pro
ject 
wor

k 
30 

min
utes 

If we had been altogether at school we would have been studying the Romans this summer.  As 
part of that I would have been asking you to create a model of a Roman villa, one of the homes 
they lived in back then. 
It will involve doing some researching to find out what kind of rooms there would have been. You 
will also have to research what types of furniture would be in the villa. 

  
Here are a couple of examples of home-made villas. The key to getting it right is finding out about 
them and making use of the internet to gather ideas. 
This is the whole week’s enquiry work, not just for today. So I would love to have some photos of 
your creations at the end of the week or at the beginning of next week. 
Enjoy it and make good use of your recycling box contents. Can’t wait to see it. 

 Comprehension answers: 
Inference: 
6. He enjoys his work. 
7. Because he used a magic pipe that enchanted them. 
8. There were many rats.  Pupils should use evidence from the poem, E.g. ‘Families by tens and 
dozens’ 
Meaning as a whole: 
9. This should be a retelling that includes a beginning where the rats attacked the village, a middle 
where the Piper appears with his pipe, and an ending where the rats follow the Piper and are 
drowned. 
Authorial intent:  
10. to show us how noisy the rats actually were/to show that the rats were so noisy the women 
couldn’t hear each other   
Compare:  
11. Pupils should expand on the basic sequence of the village being chaotic and scary at the 
beginning, then becoming calm once the rats had been taken away. 
 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-4/
Y4-Lesson-4-Divide-3-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf
Y4-Lesson-4-Answers-Divide-3-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf


 


