
Home Learning – Monday 18th  May  2020 

 

Reading 
30 minutes 

Reading extract and questions:  
Year 4 

 The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
by Robert Browning 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Rats! 

They fought the dogs and killed the cats, 
And bit the babies in the cradles, 

And ate the cheeses out of the vats. 
And licked the soup from the cook's own ladles, 

Split open the kegs of salted sprats, 
Made nests inside men's Sunday hats, 
And even spoiled the women's chats, 

By drowning their speaking 
With shrieking and squeaking 

In fifty different sharps and flats… 
 

Into the street the Piper stept, 
Smiling first a little smile, 

As if he knew what magic slept 
In his quiet pipe the while; 
Then, like a musical adept, 

To blow the pipe his lips he wrinkled, 
And green and blue his sharp eyes twinkled… 

 
And out of the houses the rats came tumbling. 

Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats, 

Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins, 
Cocking tails and pricking whiskers, 

Families by tens and dozens, 
Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives— 

Followed the Piper for their lives. 
From street to street he piped advancing, 
And step for step they followed dancing, 

Until they came to the river Weser 
Wherein all plunged and perished! 

 
 



Vocabulary 
 
1. Where did the rats find the cheese? 

   Tick one. 
  in boxes      in vats 
 
  in nests      in kegs  
 
 
2. Look at the third verse.  Find and copy one word that shows the rats rushed out of 
the houses. 
_____________________ 
 
3. Match the words from the poem with their meaning. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Retrieval 
 
4.  Look at the first verse. Write three bad things that the rats did. 
 
1. _____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ______________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Using information from the poem, tick one box in each row to show whether each 
statement is true or false. 
 

 True False 

The rats were a nuisance.    
 

 

The rats were scared of the 
piper. 

 
 

 

The rats swam away.  
 

 

 
6. What colour were the Piper’s eyes? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

plunged 

perished 

wrinkled creased 

died 

fell 



GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spellings to learn: 
Please continue with the Year 3/4 words. Revisit words that you have forgotten or not 
yet learnt. 
Try Look, cover, write, check. Also try the pyramid method where you add another 
letter each time. 
Good luck. 
Friday is test day so I hope you do well. 
 

Writing  
30 minutes 

If you could spend some time with someone different what would you talk about? 
I’d like you to imagine you are going to be given half an hour to talk to someone. It can 
be a famous person, maybe Boris Johnson, maybe your best friend who you haven’t 
seen for 7 weeks. What would you want to talk to them about? What would you ask 
them? 
Write 10 questions that you would ask this person if you had the chance. Think 
carefully about the questions because you want to find out about what they have been 
up to and how they are feeling so try not to make the questions ‘closed’. You want the 
person asking the questions to give as much information as possible. 
Have fun. 
 

Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

If 6 x 7 = 42 then 7 x 6 = 42, 42 ÷6 = 7 and 42 ÷7 = 6 
Here are 5 times table facts. Please write down the other 3 multiplication or division 
facts that go with it. 
4 x 8 = 32 
8 x 7 = 56 
12 x 6 = 72 
8 x 12 = 96 
11 x 9 = 99 



Maths 
30 minutes 

Click on the link below to access the week’s lesson in maths. When you get to the page 
you can access week 3, week commencing 4th May . This is the week we will do this 
week. There are 5 lesson to access after you have listened to the input there to support 
you. 
If you cannot access the website, the pdf files of questions and answers are included for 
each day. Give it your best shot guys. 
 
Lesson 1 Multiply 2 digit number by one digit number 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-4/  
 
Y4-Lesson-1-Multiply-2-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf 
 
Y4-Lesson-1-Answers-Multiply-2-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf 
 

Enquiry/Project 
work 

30 minutes 

If we had been altogether at school we would have been studying the Romans this 
summer.  As part of that I would have been asking you to create a model of a Roman 
villa, one of the homes they lived in back then. 
It will involve doing some researching to find out what kind of rooms there would have 
been. You will also have to research what types of furniture would be in the villa. 

  
 
Here are a couple of examples of home-made villas. The key to getting it right is 
finding out about them and making use of the internet to gather ideas. 
This is the whole week’s enquiry work, not just for today. So I would love to have some 
photos of your creations at the end of the week or at the beginning of next week. 
Enjoy it and make good use of your recycling box contents. 
I am really looking forward to this. 

 Comprehension answers: 
Vocabulary: 
1. in vats 
2. tumbled 
3. plunged – fell; perished – died; wrinkled – creased 
 
Retrieval:  
4. Pupils should choose one of the relevant examples from the first verse. E.g. fought 
the dogs 
5. The rats were a nuisance – True; The rats were scared of the piper – False; The rats 
swam away – False. 
6. green and blue 

 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-4/
Y4-Lesson-1-Multiply-2-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf
Y4-Lesson-1-Answers-Multiply-2-digits-by-1-digit-2019.pdf

