
Home Learning – Monday 11th 2020 

 

Reading 
30 minutes 

Reading extract and questions:  
Year 4 
The Tinderbox 
 
 
A soldier came marching along the high road - left, right! A left, right! He had his 
knapsack on his back and a sword by his side, for he had been to the wars and 
was now returning home. 
An old Witch met him on the road. She was very ugly to look at: her bottom-lip 
hung down to her chest.  
'Good evening, Soldier!' she said. 'What a fine sword and knapsack you have! You 
are the very picture of a fine soldier! You ought to have as much money as you 
can carry!' 
'Thank you, old Witch,' said the Soldier. 
'Do you see that great tree there?' said the Witch, pointing to a tree beside them. 
'It is hollow within. You must climb up to the top, and then you will see a hole 
through which you can let yourself down into the tree. I will tie a rope round your 
waist, so that I may be able to pull you up again when you call.' 
'What shall I do down there?' asked the Soldier. 
'Get money!' answered the Witch. 'Listen! When you reach the bottom of the tree 
you will find yourself in a large hall; it is light there, for there are more than three 
hundred lamps burning. Then you will see three doors, which you can open - the 
keys are in the locks. If you go into the first room, you will see a great chest in the 
middle of the floor with a dog sitting upon it; he has eyes as large as saucers, but 
you needn't trouble about him. I will give you my blue-check apron, which you 
must spread out on the floor, and then go back quickly and fetch the dog and set 
him upon it; open the chest and take as much money as you like. It is copper 
there. If you would rather have silver, you must go into the next room, where 
there is a dog with eyes as large as mill-wheels. But don't take any notice of him; 
just set him upon my apron, and help yourself to the money. If you prefer gold, 
you can get that too, if you go into the third room, and as much as you like to 
carry. But the dog that guards the chest there has eyes as large as the Round 
Tower at Copenhagen! He is a savage dog, I can tell you; but you needn't be 
afraid of him either. Only, put him on my apron and he won't touch you, and you 
can take out of the chest as much gold as you like!' 
'Come, this is not bad!' said the Soldier. 'But what am I to give you, old Witch; for 
surely you are not going to do this for nothing?' 
'Yes, I am!' replied the Witch. 'Not a single farthing will I take! For me you shall 
bring nothing but an old tinder-box which my grandmother forgot last time she 
was down there.' 
'Well, tie the rope round my waist! 'said the Soldier. 
'Here it is,' said the Witch, 'and here is my blue-check apron.' 
Then the Soldier climbed up the tree, let himself down through the hole, and 
found himself standing, as the Witch had said, underground in the large hall, 
where the three hundred lamps were burning. 
Well, he opened the first door. Ugh! there sat the dog with eyes as big as saucers 
glaring at him. 
 
 



 
 
Vocabulary:  
 
1. Look at the first paragraph. Find and copy a word that means coming back.  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ‘You are the very picture of a fine soldier!’ This means…  Tick one. 
 
 she had only seen soldiers in pictures  the soldier looked just like a 
soldier should 
 
 the soldier was scruffy     the witch wanted a picture of 
the soldier    
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Look at the section of text beginning: ‘Do you see that great tree there?’ … Find 
and copy a word that means empty. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retrieval 
4.  Where had the soldier been before he met the witch?  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What does the soldier need to do to find the entrance?  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Write two things that were in the third room.  
 
1. _______________________________ 
 
2. _______________________________ 
 

GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

Take these 5 sentences and add expanded noun phrases to 
make really effective description. 
The maths teacher. 
The grey haired, demanding maths teacher with elbow 
patches and chalk covered fingers. 
The little girl. 
The police dog. 
The old lady. 
The alien space ship. 
The cute kitten. 
 



Spellings to learn: 
Please continue with the 4ear 3/4 words. Revisit words that you have forgotten 
or not yet learnt. 
Try Look, cover, write, check. Also try the pyramid method where you add 
another letter each time. 
Good luck. 

Writing  
30 minutes 

Imagine you are writing a story based around a haunted house. As a character 
you have to enter the house to find your best friend who has gone missing but is 
likely to be in the house. 
Write a paragraph describing the setting making use of effective description. 
I will look for any or all of the following: 
Alliteration 
Expanded noun phrases 
Effective adjectives and adverbs 
Similes 
Anything else you want to WOW me with. 
Have fun. 
Once finished you could draw the setting, making sure it matches your writing. 
 

Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

Adding decimals: 
21.4 + 34.2= 
43.5 + 23.1 = 
42.6 + 35.5 = 
3.45 + 5.42 = 
4.57 + 5.68 = 
Don’t forget t line up the decimal points and to add in the carry overs. 
Good luck. 

Maths 
30 minutes 

Click on the link below to access the week’s lesson in maths. When you get to the 
page it will take you to last week’s lessons (4th May) but I want you to do the 
previous weeks lessons so please click the minus sign for the week beginning 4th 
May and then click the plus sign for week 2 27th April. There are 5 lesson to access 
after you have listened to the input there to support you. 
If you cannot access the website the pdf files of questions and answers are 
included for each day. Give it your best shot guys. 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-4/  
 
Lesson-1-Y4-Summer-Block-1-WO5-Round-decimals-2020.pdf 
 
Lesson-1-Y4-Summer-Block-1-ANS5-Round-decimals-2020.pdf 

Enquiry/Project 
work 

30 minutes 

Using the internet if you can I would like you to research an endangered animal 
from somewhere in the world. By endangered I mean a species of animal or bird 
etc… that is being hunted so numbers are reducing. It might also be because their 
habitat is disappearing or changing due to people destroying it for building or 
farming other products. There are many other reasons you could find out about. 
Some examples of animals are tigers (white), pandas, elephants, silverback 
gorillas. There are also many others. 
Please research as much information as you can about the animal you choose. 
This can be bullet points or web diagrams. 
I would suggest you check at least 2 sites to make sure the information is 
accurate. 
Good luck. You will need the information later in the week. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-4/
file://///10.29.1.16/AcademyStaff/MooreG/My%20Doc/Armadillo%20Class%20planning%20term%204%202020/Term%205/Lesson-1-Y4-Summer-Block-1-WO5-Round-decimals-2020.pdf
file://///10.29.1.16/AcademyStaff/MooreG/My%20Doc/Armadillo%20Class%20planning%20term%204%202020/Term%205/Lesson-1-Y4-Summer-Block-1-ANS5-Round-decimals-2020.pdf


 Answers for comprehension: 
Vocabulary:  
1. returning 
2. the soldier looked just like a soldier should 
3. hollow 
Retrieval:  
4. to the wars 
5. climb to the top of the tree/let himself down into the hole 
6. Accept two of the following: gold/dog (with eyes as large as the Round Tower 
at Copenhagen!)/chest 
 
Arithmetic: 
55.6 
66.6 
78.1 
8.87 
10.25 
 

 


