
Home Learning – Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

 

Reading 
30 minutes 

Reading extract and questions:  

Five Children and It  
(abridged) 
By E Nesbit 

 
Anthea suddenly screamed. 
“Cyril! Come here! Oh, come quick—It's alive! It'll get away! Quick!" 
They all hurried back. 
"It's a rat, I shouldn't wonder," said Robert.  
"Perhaps it is a snake," said Jane, shuddering. 
"Let's look," said Cyril, jumping into the hole. "I'm not afraid of snakes. I like 
them. If it is a snake I'll tame it, and it will follow me everywhere, and I'll let it 
sleep round my neck at night." 
"No, you won't," said Robert firmly. He shared Cyril's bedroom. "But you may if 
it's a rat." 
"Oh, don't be silly!" said Anthea, "it's not a rat, it's much bigger. And it's not a 
snake. It's got feet… I saw them! And fur! No—not the spade. You'll hurt it! Dig 
with your hands.” 
"And let it hurt me instead! That's so likely, isn't it?" said Cyril, seizing a spade. 
"Oh, don't!" said Anthea. "It sounds silly, but it said something. It really and truly 
did.” 
"What?" 
"It said, 'You let me alone.'" 
But Cyril merely observed that his sister must have gone off her head, and he and 
Robert dug with spades while Anthea sat on the edge of the hole, jumping up and 
down with hotness and anxiety.  
Then Anthea fell on her knees and began to scratch like a dog does when he has 
suddenly remembered where it was that he buried his bone. 
"Oh, I felt fur," she cried, half laughing and half crying. "I did indeed! I did!" Then 
suddenly a dry husky voice in the sand made them all jump back, and their hearts 
jumped nearly as fast as they did. 
"Let me alone," it said. And now everyone heard the voice and looked at the 
others to see if they had heard it too. 
"But we want to see you," said Robert bravely. 
"I wish you'd come out," said Anthea, also taking courage. 
"Oh, well—if that's your wish," the voice said, and the sand stirred and spun and 
scattered, and something brown and furry and fat came rolling out into the hole, 
and the sand fell off it, and it sat there yawning and rubbing the ends of its eyes 
with its hands. 
"I believe I must have dropped asleep," it said, stretching itself. 
The children stood round the hole in a ring, looking at the creature they had 
found. It was worth looking at. Its eyes were on long horns like a snail's eyes, and 
it could move them in and out like telescopes; it had ears like a bat's ears, and its 
tubby body was shaped like a spider's and covered with thick soft fur; its legs and 
arms were furry too, and it had hands and feet like a monkey's. 
"What on earth is it?" Jane said.  



The thing turned its long eyes to look at her, and said —“Don't you know a sand 
fairy when you see one?" 
 

 
Questions for Five Children and It 

 
 
Vocabulary 
1. Look at the section that starts "Let's look," said Cyril. Find and copy one word 
that means scared.  
 
____________________ 
 
2. But Cyril merely observed that his sister must have gone off her head… What 
other word could have been used instead of merely in this statement? 

    Tick 
one 

  murky      slowly 
 
  watched      just 
 
 
3. Look at the section beginning: ‘The children stood round the hole in a ring…’ 
Read the description of the creature and complete the table below. 
 

 
 
Write two 
adjectives used. 

 
a. ____________________ 
 
b. ____________________ 
 

 
 
Write two similes 
used. 

 
a. 
________________________________________ 
 
b. 
________________________________________ 
 

 
Retrieval 
4. Look at the section beginning: ‘But Cyril merely observed …’ 
What does Anthea do while she is sat on the edge of the hole? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Why do the children all look at each other when the creature first speaks? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
6. How does the creature describe itself? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

GPS warm-up 
10 minutes 

Commas 
Look at this sentence:  
At the farm Peter saw geese and cows and pigs and an old cart. The sentence 
does not sound right; there are too many ands. It should be more like this:  
At the farm Peter saw geese, cows, pigs and an old cart. 
Write out these sentences correctly. Take out the extra ands and put in the 
commas. 
1. The packet contained red and blue and green and yellow felt tips.  
2. At the top of the league were Liverpool and Manchester United and Crewe 
Alexandra and Carlisle United.  
3. Violins and recorders and drums and guitars were all set out in the music room. 
4. Great Britain is made up of England and Scotland and Wales.  
5. The tube was full of purple and green and yellow and red Smarties.  
6. Tony had sandwiches and crisps and chocolate and cakes in his packed lunch 
box.  
7. Helen had invited Chris and Terry and Fred and Bill and Charlie and Gary to her 
birthday party.  
8. The children loved it at the zoo. They saw monkeys and hippos and tigers and 
lions and a big polar bear 
 
Spellings to learn: 2 day activity 
interact                        interfere 
intercity                       international 
intermediate              internet 
intergalactic                interrupt 
intervene                     interlude 
 
Learn the words and write one sentence using each of the words in it. 
 

Writing  
30 minutes 

Writing the opening of your story: 
Double check that you have finished your plan and you are happy with it. 
Then make a start. It must start with a fronted adverbial. This can tell is either 
where the story is happening or when it is happening. 
Also, please make sure you use a range of starter words for sentences. Avoid 
starting them all with The, Then, He/She. 
Try starting with an adverb or an action word. 
Establish your main character and use expanded noun phrases to describe them. 
Remember the rules of speech punctuation, but also remember not to have too 
much speaking. It can become confused. 
If you want to you can continue to the next part of the story but don’t forget to 
use paragraphing to separate the different parts of your story. 
Good luck and happy writing. 
 

Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

Doubling Numbers: 
Can you double these numbers to complete the table? The first one has been 
done for you. 

Number Double Double Double Double Double 

3 6 12 24 48 96 

7      

9      

11      



15      

20      

26      

31      

45      

50      

66      

 
 

Maths 
30 minutes 

What do you know about time?  Have a go at answering these questions to see if you are a time 
expert. 
 
Time facts 
 
1. How many seconds are there in a minute? _______ 

 
2. How many minutes are there in a hour?  _______ 
 
3. How many hours are there in a day?  _______ 
 
4. How many days are there in a week? _______ 
 
5. How many days are there in a year?  _______ 
 
6. How many weeks are there in a year?  _______ 
 
7. How many months are there in a year?  _______ 
 

Months of the year 
 

1. Which is the 1st month of the year? _______ 
 

2. Which month comes after March?  _______ 
 
3. Which is the 8th month of the year?  _______ 
 
4. Which month comes before November?  _______ 
 
5. Which month changes the number of days it has in it if it is a leap year?  ______ 

 
6.  Which is the 6th month of the year?  _______ 
 

Telling the time 
 
1. How many minutes have pasted in a quarter past the hour?  ______ 
 
2. How many minutes have past if it is half past the hour?  _______ 
 
3. How many minutes to the hour is it if it is quarter to the hour?  _______ 

 

Enquiry/Project 
work 

30 minutes 

Still life is drawing an object that has been chosen and placed somewhere like a 
table or the floor, depending on its size. When you draw the object you need to 
consider the shape, the areas where the light brightens its colour or leaves darker 
shades. 
I would like you to choose any object that is red as the subject of your still life. 
Maybe there are some strawberries in the kitchen you could use, or you have a 
red toy. The choice is yours.  
The picture can be coloured in using colouring pencils or paints if you have some 
available. 
Remember, it is more than just the shape of the object, look at the shade and 
colour too. Enjoy. 



 Answers for comprehension: 
Vocabulary 
1. afraid 
2. just 
3. Read the description of the creature and complete the table below. 
 

Write two adjectives used. Pupils’ answers should include two from: 

 long (horns) 

 tubby 

 thick 

 soft 

 furry 

 (brown) 

 (fat) 

Write two similes used. Pupils’ answers should include two from: 

 like a snail’s eyes 

 like telescopes 

 like a bat’s ears 

 like a spider’s 

 like a monkey’s 

Retrieval 
4. Jump up and down with hotness and anxiety. 
5. To see if the others / they / the other children had heard it too. 
6. As a ‘sand fairy’. 
 
GPS: 
1. red, blue, green and yellow 
2. Liverpool, Manchester United, Crewe Alexandra and Carlisle United 
3. violins, recorders, drums and guitars 
4. England, Scotland and Wales 
5. purple, green, yellow and red 
6. sandwiches, crisps, chocolate and cakes 
7. Chris, Terry, Fred and Bill 
8. monkeys, hippos, tigers, lions and big polar bears 
 
Arithmetic: 

3 6 12 24 48 96 

7 14 28 56 112 224 

9 18 36 72 144 288 

11 22 44 88 176 352 

15 30 60 120 240 480 

20 40 80 160 320 640 

26 52 104 208 416 832 

31 62 124 248 496 992 

45 90 180 360 720 1440 

50 100 200 400 800 1600 

66 132 264 528 1056 2112 

 
Time facts: 
1. 60 
2. 60 
3. 24 
4. 7 



5. 365 
6. 52 
7. 12 
Months of the Year: 
1. January 
2. April 
3. August 
4. October 
5. February 
6. June 
Telling the time: 
1. 15 minutes 
2. 30 minutes 
3. 15 minutes 

 


