
Home Learning – Monday 20th April 2020 

 

Reading 
30 minutes 

Reading extract and questions:  

Five Children and It  
(abridged) 
By E Nesbit 

 
Anthea suddenly screamed. 
“Cyril! Come here! Oh, come quick—It's alive! It'll get away! Quick!" 
They all hurried back. 
"It's a rat, I shouldn't wonder," said Robert.  
"Perhaps it is a snake," said Jane, shuddering. 
"Let's look," said Cyril, jumping into the hole. "I'm not afraid of snakes. I like them. If it is a 
snake I'll tame it, and it will follow me everywhere, and I'll let it sleep round my neck at 
night." 
"No, you won't," said Robert firmly. He shared Cyril's bedroom. "But you may if it's a rat." 
"Oh, don't be silly!" said Anthea, "it's not a rat, it's much bigger. And it's not a snake. It's 
got feet… I saw them! And fur! No—not the spade. You'll hurt it! Dig with your hands.” 
"And let it hurt me instead! That's so likely, isn't it?" said Cyril, seizing a spade. 
"Oh, don't!" said Anthea. "It sounds silly, but it said something. It really and truly did.” 
"What?" 
"It said, 'You let me alone.'" 
But Cyril merely observed that his sister must have gone off her head, and he and Robert 
dug with spades while Anthea sat on the edge of the hole, jumping up and down with 
hotness and anxiety.  
Then Anthea fell on her knees and began to scratch like a dog does when he has suddenly 
remembered where it was that he buried his bone. 
"Oh, I felt fur," she cried, half laughing and half crying. "I did indeed! I did!" Then suddenly 
a dry husky voice in the sand made them all jump back, and their hearts jumped nearly as 
fast as they did. 
"Let me alone," it said. And now everyone heard the voice and looked at the others to see 
if they had heard it too. 
"But we want to see you," said Robert bravely. 
"I wish you'd come out," said Anthea, also taking courage. 
"Oh, well—if that's your wish," the voice said, and the sand stirred and spun and 
scattered, and something brown and furry and fat came rolling out into the hole, and the 
sand fell off it, and it sat there yawning and rubbing the ends of its eyes with its hands. 
"I believe I must have dropped asleep," it said, stretching itself. 
The children stood round the hole in a ring, looking at the creature they had found. It was 
worth looking at. Its eyes were on long horns like a snail's eyes, and it could move them in 
and out like telescopes; it had ears like a bat's ears, and its tubby body was shaped like a 
spider's and covered with thick soft fur; its legs and arms were furry too, and it had hands 
and feet like a monkey's. 
"What on earth is it?" Jane said.  
The thing turned its long eyes to look at her, and said —“Don't you know a sand fairy 
when you see one?" 
 

Questions for Five Children and It 



Set A 
 
Vocabulary 
1. "Perhaps it is a snake," said Jane, shuddering. 
 
What does the word shuddering suggest about how Jane feels about snakes?   
 
_________________________________________________________________________
___________ 
 
  
2. Look at the beginning of the story. Find and copy one word that means the same as 
maybe. 
 
____________________ 
 
3. Look at the sentence beginning: “And let it hurt me instead!...”  
 
What does the word seized mean in this sentence?  
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Retrieval 
4. Look at the section that begins "Let's look," said Cyril. What does Cyril say he would let 
a snake do after he tamed it? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
5. How does Anthea know that the creature is not a rat? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What is the first thing that the creature says to the children? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 



GPS warm-
up 

10 minutes 

 
 
Spellings to learn: 
autograph                    autobiography 
automatic                    autofocus 
autocorrect                  autopilot 
autopsy                        automobile 
autonomy                    autocue 
 
Learn the words and write one sentence using each of the words in it. 
 

Writing  
30 minutes 

This week you will write (or draw) a quest story. In a quest the main character (hero) has 
to find something that will do good. In a quest the hero always experiences problems on 
the way. It might be a beast that must be beaten in battle, it might be a mountain that 
has to be climbed. It could also be bad guys who are trying to stop the hero finding what 
he or she is looking for. 
Today you must decide what the quest is for. What is the hero looking for? Why do they 
need it? What will it help the hero achieve? Finally you need to decide on 3 problems that 
the hero will experience on the way, problems that must be overcome. 
If you can get this done then you will be able to plan tomorrow. 
 

Arithmetic  
10 minutes 

Column addition: 
What must you always do to add accurately? Think about how you line up the numbers 
and being accurate when adding the numbers in each column. Don’t forget to add carried 
over digits in a column too. 
 
2435 + 1466 
5218 + 1483 
3651 + 2356 
4348 + 1345 
7222 + 1683 
5142 + 2939 
 

Maths 
30 minutes 

To use addition and subtraction skills to solve problems. 
Read the questions carefully and choose addition or subtraction to find the answer. 
 



 

1. In a week Gemma saves £5.75, on Monday she has £2.55. On Wednesday her 

mum gives her 75p. How much does he save the rest of the week? 
 

2. At a recent clean up of the playground the 3 children collected 196 pieces of 

rubbish. Callum collects 64 pieces, Louise 73, so how many has Bonnie 

collected? 
 

3. The teachers have 234 biscuits in the staff room. Miss Jordan eats 51, Miss 

Keddie eats 75, how many biscuits do the rest of the teachers eat? 
 

4. Daniel has 523 comics he lends 246 to Cookie and 156 to James, how many 

does he have left? 
 

5. Humara has £2.55. She buys a bag of crisps for 52p and a can of coke for 76p. 

How much change does she get? 
 

Enquiry/Pro
ject work 

30 minutes 

Still life is drawing an object that has been chosen and placed somewhere like a table or 
the floor, depending on its size. When you draw the object you need to consider the 
shape, the areas where the light brightens its colour or leaves darker shades. 
I would like you to choose any object that is green as the subject of your still life. Maybe 
there is some broccoli in the kitchen you could use, or you have a green toy. The choice is 
yours.  
The picture can be coloured in using colouring pencils or paints if you have some 
available. 
Remember, it is more than just the shape of the object, look at the shade and colour too. 
Enjoy. 

 Answers for comprehension: 
Vocabulary 
1. She doesn’t like them / is scared of them.  
2. perhaps 
3. grabbed/took hold of  
Retrieval 
4. He would let it sleep round his neck at night. 
5. Because the creature is much bigger / it has feet / has fur. 
6. “You let me alone”. Pupils must include ‘You’. 
 
Grammar Punctuation and Spelling: 
1. pencils 
2. stickers 
3. trainers 
4. games 
5. Guinea pigs 
6. books 
 
Arithmetic: 
3901 
6701 
6007 
5693 
8905 
8081 



Word Problems: 
1. £2.45 
2. 59 
3. 108 
4. 121 
5. £1.27 

 


