
 

Enquiry question: How well do you know your country? 
Subject: Geography 
 

Year Group:  
5 
 

Length of enquiry: 
6 lessons 

 

Cross curricular opportunities: 
English (Reading non-fiction and writing), maths 

(scales) 

Launch / trip / event: 
Whole class large map of UK to fill in over 

the unit 

Lesson sequence 
(1) To discover the characteristics of the United Kingdom’s four 

countries  
(2) To locate key topographical features of the UK, describe and 

understand key aspects of the UK’s physical and human 
geography and use Ordnance Survey maps. 

(3) Understand how Bristol has changed over time. 
(4) To understand the different farming and agriculture of the 

UK’s countries and counties. 
(5) To understand how processes of globalisation and migration 

have led to Britain being a multicultural society, and to 
recognise trends and patterns resulting in some areas being 
more culturally diverse than others (2 lessons) 

Skills 
Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over time. 

Learning in books / activities 
(1) Children complete the UK trail map activity. Using an atlas and 

internet searches, pupils identify the iconic UK 
locations/landmarks. 

(2) Children create a topological map for a road journey for the 
‘The Three Peaks Challenge’  

(3) Bristol case study – Compare maps over time. More able will 
compare several. Lower ability will compare two.  

(4) Children to describe human and physical factors that will 
determine the type of farming that takes place in a particular 
area. 

(5) Children to write a diary entry about someone migrating from 
their home country to Bristol. They will first research the 
home country so that they are able to contrast the two 
localities.  

For the most able 
Use scale on map to calculate distances; Use grid references, map 
symbols, compass directions, scale and contours to give details of 
distance, direction and steepness of one of the 3 Peaks climbs, carry 
out further research for lessons 3-5. 
Extended writing opportunities 
Diary writing – contrasting locations 
Outdoor learning opportunities 
N/A 

Subject specific 
vocabulary: 
Country - Any political 
unit or state on a 
national scale, 
regardless of whether 
it is dependent or 
independent. 
Land use - Function of 
the land – what it is 
used for. 
Topographical - 
Detailed description of 
the surface features of 
a region. 
Human feature - A 
man-made landmark, 
building or anything 
that is built by humans 
Physical feature - 
naturally-created 
features of the Earth, 
e.g. rivers and 
mountains. 
Immigration - The 
action of coming to live 
permanently in a 
foreign country. 
 

Assumed prior knowledge / skills: 
Year 3 – Local study of Bristol 
Year 4 – Mapping the World  
 

Resources / Suggested Activities: 

 https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/the-united-
kingdom/ 

 http://www.projectbritain.com/geography.html 
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