
 

Writing Intent Statement 

 

Intrinsic Motivation 

Intrinsic motivation is the foundation of our approach to writing at New Oak. It underpins the 

way we plan and teach writing, and helps to promote a love of English.  

We know our children thrive on the need for capability, independence and the ability to connect 

with their peers.  Furthermore children find it fulfilling to engage in activities that are 

challenging, interesting and internally rewarding.  When children are intrinsically motivated, 

they will engage in an activity because they enjoy it and get personal satisfaction from it. 

Each term our writing lessons begin with an engaging hook (Wow Days) to capture the 

children’s interest. This kick starts their imagination and children feel invested in the writing 

unit. Writing lessons are based loosely on a quality text.  Teachers choose texts they believe 

their children will enjoy but also texts which will encourage talk and critical thinking.   

Oasis Academy New Oak use an adaptation of ‘Talk for Write Stuff’ - a collaboration between 

Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing and Jane Consodine’s Write Stuff. It combines the repetition and 

structure of Talk for Writing and the ‘Write Stuff’ understanding of vocabulary, features of 

genres and grammatical constructs. 

Following Talk for Writing’s process - Imitation, Innovation, and Invention, children of all 

abilities are able to become fluent and effective communicators of the spoken and written 

word.  Children at Oasis Academy New Oak take ownership of their writing and feel confident 

that they have the skills and vocabulary to write independently and with clear purpose.  

Children are given regular opportunities and encouragement to engage in self-assessment 
which helps them to understand the impact they can have on their own learning. By engaging 
in the process of thinking about and assessing their own written work, they are also taking 
responsibility for it. This also gives children a feeling of empowerment and a sense of 
autonomy.  

 

Vocabulary Rich 

At Oasis Academy New Oak, ‘Talk’ is used as a tool for learning.  We believe purposeful talk 

can structure, support and extend children’s thinking. Oral literacy comes before written 

literacy which is why talking is so integral to writing lessons. ‘The Write Stuff’ also following 

this philosophy, where children are given time to talk through their ideas coherently before 

putting them to paper. It is an integral part of the ‘Imitation’ process for children to ‘Talk the 

text’ before writing independently.  

We serve children from a range of different backgrounds, and the need to close the vocabulary 

gap is a concern all New Oak staff are acutely aware of.  There are number of ways we are 

tackling this at New Oak: 

Our staff ‘Talk up’ to children, not just in writing sessions but throughout the school day. Staff 

think carefully about the language they use in front of children. For example, while children 

are getting ready for their lunch, a staff member might comment that they are feeling famished 

rather than hungry. Similarly when having discussions or debates in class, children are 

expected to talk in full sentences and use appropriate sentence openers that we would also 

see in the child’s writing.  



 

As a school, Years 2-6 follow a vocabulary programme, Mrs Wordsmith. This 

programme is used twice a week for 15 minutes. Mrs Wordsmith combines 

data science and creativity to illustrate 10,000 words that matter for academic success.  Words 

are carefully selected and curated by Cambridge University data scientists to ensure that 

children learn the words they will come across at school and in the books they read. 

In every classroom, there is an English working wall where high level vocabulary is displayed. 

These may be words linked to children’s year group spellings or words they have come across 

in their English text.  Words are given in context to further embed word understanding.  

Displays are regularly updated when teachers are happy vocabulary has been successfully 

embedded.   

 

Knowledge Rich 

Texts are chosen to help contextualize and develop children’s understanding of the world.  

When we look at texts set in different cultures or time periods, we make sure children have 

knowledge of this before we begin reading – this may be achieved as a discrete English lesson 

or it may be linked to a Geography or History lesson.  Similarly, if there is unfamiliar language 

due to a change in time or culture, time is spent exploring these words before they are read in 

a text. 

We also recognise that not all children have had the same experiences outside of school, and 

this can be detrimental to their writing and their enjoyment of writing. For example, it would be 

unfair to expect a Year 2 child to describe a day at the beach if they have never visited one! 

Use of Wow days, video clips, images, school trips are used to give children experiences to 

write about so no child is at a disadvantage.  

 

Subject Specific Integrity 

During writing lessons, children are expected to ‘think like a writer’. Any writing children plan 

and record is always linked back to audience and purpose.  Children are also expected to 

‘Look like a writer’. They must sit up in their chair, hold their pen properly and have appropriate 

resources to hand such as writing plans, check lists, word banks.  

Staff are given regular CPD so their subject knowledge is the best it can be. All staff follow the 

same planning format, using’ Talk for Writing Stuff’ as a guide and the Oasis South West 

Progression document.  Only quality texts and model writes are used by staff and these are 

regularly updated and checked by English Leads.  

High standards of presentation are expected of both staff and students. Each child has an age 

appropriate Presentation Guide displayed in the front of their English Book to ensure these 

high standards are maintained.   

 

Focused on improving long term memory 

The writing curriculum is planned and sequenced across the year groups following the Oasis 

South West Progression document and the Write Stuff Genre Progression guide, so that new 

knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before. By building on these main writing 

themes this will become ‘sticky’ knowledge (knowledge that will stay with children forever). A 

key feature of ‘Talk for Writing’ is that children internalise the language structures needed to  



 

 

 

write through ‘talking the text’, as well as close reading. This means children have a bank of 

tool kits and writing structures which they will continue to add to as they move up the school.  

New learning is always revisited and refreshed so it is not forgotten – this is assessed by a 

cold task completed in the following term. We know that if we assess too close to the point of 

teaching, then results can be misleading. 

New Oak follow the Read Write Inc Spelling programme which is designed for all children to 

access from years 2 – 6.  It systematically builds upon good phonic knowledge, learnt in 

reception and Year 1, in order to spell words and patterns of growing complexity. Spelling 

sessions are taught 4 times a week for 15 minutes.  Sessions engage and inspire children 

through a variety of fast-paced activities, which embed understanding of key spelling patterns 

to long-term memory through regular and repeated revision.  

To further embed spellings, children are introduced to the idea of etymology, and how our 

understanding of this contributes to how we define and spell words. When children have an 

understanding of how a word is ‘built’, they are more likely to remember it.  

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation is embedded within English lessons. Best practice will 

see teachers carefully selecting the VGP feature in the text and using this as a tool to explore 

it before getting children to apply it in their own writing. VGP should also be taught explicitly to 

make sure children have a deeper understanding. For example a question posed to a Year 5 

class: “Adverbs always end in –ly” Children then investigated this statement and further 

embedded their understanding of adverbs.  Key skills are then revisited through test style 

questions. Staff have access to PiXl which gives appropriate test questions for each year 

group.  

 

Developing children as knowledge-driven critical thinkers 

Writing lessons have a huge part in giving children a voice to convey their thoughts and 

feelings. Through well-chosen literature, there are lots of opportunities for children to practise 

their critical thinking skills.  

We encourage children to be inquisitive and to question what they read based on their own 

experiences or previous knowledge.  Through skilful questioning, teachers can support 

children to give their opinion and perspective based on their own knowledge and beliefs. 

Where possible in writing lessons, if children show a curiosity in a particular topic or area of 

the curriculum we will build this into our writing, and give children the necessary resources to 

research a topic.   

 

Knowledge as a progression model  

The writing curriculum is developed in a way to support pupils irrespective of their starting 

points. For children working below or towards the expected standard, writing lessons can be 

scaffolded heavily through sentence starters, word banks, guided writes and further planning 

structures. The writing curriculum also supports those children who need to be working at 

greater depth. The White Stuff suggests ‘Deepening the moment’ – this is where high attainers 

are discouraged from simply writing more but further challenged so learning is moved on. This  



 

 

 

could be achieved through children reflecting on skills they have learnt previously and applying 

in a new context, or including vocabulary for specific effects.  

Where children are working well below the expected standard, children will have their own 

Individual Target Plan with specific writing targets taken from the Birmingham toolkit which 

give teachers strategies to use in a mainstream setting. Where possible, these targets can still 

be linked to a quality text so children with their own ITP are still working in an inclusive setting. 

 

 

 


